
 

 

Invitation and Information Sheet  

 
Study Title: Youth entrepreneurship in Portugal and the UK  
 
Invitation 
You are being invited to consider taking part in the research study: Youth Entrepreneurs. This 
project is being undertaken by Marina Mendonça, a researcher from Keele University. 
 
Before you decide to take part in this study, it is important for you to understand why the 
research is being done and what it will involve. Please take the time to read the following 
information carefully. A member of the research team can be contacted if there is anything 
that is not clear or if you would like more information. 
 
Aims of the Research 
The purpose of this research is to find out more about the factors that support 
entrepreneurship and the barriers to become a young entrepreneur in two distinct countries: 
Portugal and the UK.  
 
Why have I been chosen? 
We would like to talk to young people about the main motivations and challenges in being an 
entrepreneur.  
 
Requirements  
This study is mainly directed to young people aged 18 to 30 years old who have (or starting up) 
a business of their own. 
 
Do I have to take part? 
You are free to decide whether you wish to take part or not.  If you do decide to take part you 
will be asked to sign two consent forms, one is for you to keep and the other is for our records. 
You are free to withdraw from this study at any time and without giving reasons.  
 
What will happen if I take part? 
You will be invited to take part of an interview held at your workplace or at a place of your 
convenience. We will invite you to talk about what drove you into being an entrepreneur and 
your views and experiences about what resources you need to support this activity as well as 
the barriers for entrepreneurship. This interview will take up to 60 minutes. 
 
What are the benefits of taking part? 
You will have the opportunity to talk about what you think are the most important issues in 
being a young entrepreneur and your experience of becoming an entrepreneur. You will 
receive a £20 Amazon Voucher in recognition of your time. 
 
What are the risks of taking part? 
Participation in this study is highly unlikely to compromise the psychological and/or physical 
well-being of participants. However, if you have a concern about any aspect of this study you 



should contact the responsible for the project Marina Mendonça or Nicola Leighton who is the 
University’s contact for complaints regarding research (see contacts below). 
 
How will information about me be used? 
The interview will be audio recorded and transcribed into a written record. All personal 
information will be changed/removed so that it is not possible to identify any person. If 
required, you will have the opportunity to review the transcript before analysis of the data. 
The transcript will be e-mailed to you and information can be eliminated/changed, or your 
data may be removed from the study, if you wish. Analysis of the data will identify the main 
themes that emerge in the interviews. Where appropriate, quotes will be used to illustrate the 
findings in the project’s written report and any subsequent publications. 
 

Who will have access to information about me? 
All of the information that is gathered in this study will remain anonymous. The interview will 
be recorded and stored on a password protected computer. These recordings will be kept for 
one year. The written record of the interview will be transcribed and all personal information 
will be removed or changed. These transcriptions will be retained by Keele University for at 
least five years.  
 
Who is funding and organising the research? 
The research project is funded by the Marie Curie Actions (European Commission).   
 
What should I do to participate in the study? 
You should contact the researcher responsible for the project Marina Mendonça through her 

email (m.mendonca@keele.ac.uk ) and write that you wish to participate in an interview. 
 
 
What if there is a problem? 
If you have a concern about any aspect of this study, you can contact the responsible for the 
project: 
 Marina Mendonça  
Claus Moser Research Centre  
Room CM1.16  
Keele University,  
Staffordshire,  
ST5 5BG 
Email: m.mendonca@keele.ac.uk 
Tel: 01782734597 
 
If you remain unhappy about the research and/or wish to raise a complaint about the way you 
have been approached or treated during the course of the study please write to Nicola 
Leighton who is the University’s contact for complaints regarding research at the following 
address: 
Nicola Leighton 
Research Governance Officer 
Research & Enterprise Services 
Dorothy Hodgkin Building 
Keele University  
ST5 5BG 
E-mail: n.leighton@uso.keele.ac.uk 
Tel: 01782 733306 
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